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Introduction 

Paragon’s Drive Copy for Mac OS X™ is an intuitive user-friendly wizard that will help you make an exact clone of your 

Mac’s disk or any of its volumes to another disk or a virtual container (pVHD, VMDK, VHD, VDI, HDD) in four simple 

steps: 

1. Pick the object of copying (an entire disk or separate volumes) in the right panel; 

2. Pick the target of copying (another disk or a virtual container) in the left panel; 

3. Redistribute free space between target volumes the way you like it by drag-and-dropping directly on the disk 

layout map (by default, all specified volumes will be copied proportionally to the size of the target disk); 

4.  And finally launch the operation. 

Unlike similar products on the market, Drive Copy for Mac OS X offers a unique option to clone contents of you Mac’s 

disk to a virtual container of one of the supported virtualization vendors (pVHD for Paragon, VMDK for VMware, VHD for 

Microsoft, VDI for Oracle, and HDD for Parallels), thus apparently opening up an easy P2V (Physical-to-Virtual) migration 

scenario. Moreover, you’ve got the option to do an opposite V2P (Virtual-to-Physical) scenario by connecting a virtual 

container and copying its contents to a physical disk. 

In this manual you will find the answers to many of the technical questions, which might arise while using our product. 

 

 

Our company is constantly releasing new versions and updates to its software, that's why 

images shown in this manual may be different from what you see on your screen. 
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Features Overview 

This chapter dwells upon key benefits and technical highlights of the product. 

Key Features  

Let us list some of the key features: 

 Extremely easy to use as it requires no additional configuration after installation 

 Copying of an entire disk or separate volumes to another disk 

 Copying disk contents to a virtual container (pVHD, VMDK, VHD, VDI, HDD), thus accomplishing an easy P2V 

migration. Besides this type of operation can be used as an alternative way of data protection 

 Connection of a virtual container to copy its contents to a physical disk, thus accomplishing an easy V2P 

migration. Besides this type of operation can be used for disaster recovery purposes 

 

 

V2P migration/restore of Mac’s system volume is not available at the moment, as there’s 

no tool to create bootable recovery media. This functionality will appear in future versions. 

 

 Non-destructive volume copying to do selective restore from the previously made virtual container 

 Resize of target volumes by drag-and-dropping their borders on the disk layout map during the wizard setup 

 Sector-level data processing enables to achieve higher performance than the traditional file-level approach 

 Support of Apple Boot Camp configurations 

 Complete support of Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard, 10.7 Lion, 10.8 Mountain Lion, 10.9 Mavericks 

Supported Media 

 Ultra high capacity disks (up to 10 TB tested) 

 IDE, SCSI and SATA/eSATA disks 

 SSD (Solid State Drive) 

 Thunderbolt, FireWire (i.e. IEEE1394), USB 1.0, USB 2.0 , USB 3.0, ZIP® and Jazz® disks 

 PC card storage devices (all types of flash memory, etc.) 
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Getting Started 

In this chapter you will find all the information necessary to get the product ready to use. 

System Requirements 

To use Drive Copy for Mac OS X, you should install it first. But before that, please make sure you’ve got an x86-based 

Mac computer with Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard and later onboard. 

Installation 

To install Drive Copy for Mac OS X, please do the following: 

1. Click on the supplied DMG disk image. 

2. After the installation package has been extracted, just drag-and-drop the product icon to the Applications 

folder. That’s actually all. 

 

First Start 

To start Drive Copy for Mac OS X, please do the following: 

1. Go to Finder > Applications, then click on the Drive Copy icon. 
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2. Next you are to provide a password of a user with the administrator privilege. 

 

3. When first started, you will see a two-panel window. On the left you can specify an object of copying, that is 

what you’re going to copy (an entire disk or separate volumes are available to choose), while on the right – a 

target of copying, i.e. where you’re going to copy (disk, volume, or virtual container). 
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If you don’t want hints to display next time you launch the program, please unmark the 

corresponding option. 

 

If you’d like to accomplish a V2P migration or restore, click Connect existing virtual disk, browse for a virtual 

container of one of the supported vendors, then click Open. Once done, the connected virtual container will be 

available in the left panel as if it were an ordinary physical disk. 

 

Typical Use Cases 

Migrating a Boot Camp Configuration to a Larger Disk or New Mac 

This scenario will help you migrate a dual-boot system of Mac OS X and Windows to a larger disk or a new Mac 

computer. By using the available resize function you can allocate just the slice of disk space you exactly need for each 

volume. 

1. Connect an external drive (USB, ThunderBolt, or FireWire) to your Mac. You can also connect a new Mac 

computer in the target mode. 

2. Launch Drive Copy for Mac OS X. 

3. Select your Mac’s disk on the left, while the connected external drive on the right. By clicking on a disk’s name 

you can see all volumes it contains – this information and its size can help you figure out what disk you’re 

dealing with. Click Next to proceed. 
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4. By default, all volumes will be copied with a proportional resize to occupy the entire space on the target disk. 

You can allocate just the slice of space you need for each volume by drag-and-dropping their borders. To get 

additional information on a volume, please point it with a cursor. Click Next to proceed. 

 

 

 
You’re not allowed to resize service partitions like EFI or Recovery HD. 

 

5. You will be warned that all data on the target disk will be lost. Confirm the operation to proceed. 
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6. Once confirmed, the wizard will start copying contents of the source disk to the target. Depending on the 

amount of data to process the operation may take a while, so please be patient. 

 

Wrapping up a Boot Camp Configuration to a Virtual Container 

This scenario will help you migrate a dual-boot system of Mac OS X and Windows to a virtual container of one of the 

supported virtualization vendors (pVHD for Paragon, VMDK for VMware, VHD for Microsoft, VDI for Oracle, and HDD for 

Parallels), either for P2V or backup purposes. 

1. Launch Drive Copy for Mac OS X. 

2. Select your Mac’s disk on the left, while the Copy to Virtual Disk option on the right. By clicking on a disk’s name 

you can see all volumes it contains – this information and its size can help you figure out what disk you’re 

dealing with. 

 

3. Click Select file in the right panel. In the opened dialog browse for a place to save the resulted virtual container 

to, give it a catchy name, and select the required output format (pVHD, VMDK, VHD, VDI, or HDD). If selecting 

pVHD, you can additionally choose whether to split the image to slices of 4GB each or not through the 

corresponding option. Click Save when ready, then Next. 
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4. By default, there will be created a virtual container just the size of the selected source disk. You can allocate just 

the slice of space you need for each volume by drag-and-dropping their borders. To get additional information 

on a volume, please point it with a cursor. Click Next to proceed. 

 

 

 
You’re not allowed to resize service partitions like EFI or Recovery HD. 

 

5. Confirm the operation to proceed. 

6. Once confirmed, the wizard will start copying contents of the source disk to the created virtual container. 

Depending on the amount of data to process the operation may take a while, so please be patient. 



11 

Copyright© 1994-2014 Paragon Software GmbH. All rights reserved. 

 

Wrapping up Mac OS X to a Virtual Container 

This scenario will help you migrate your Mac OS X to a virtual container of one of the supported virtualization vendors 

(pVHD for Paragon, VMDK for VMware, VHD for Microsoft, VDI for Oracle, and HDD for Parallels), either for P2V or 

backup purposes. 

1. Launch Drive Copy for Mac OS X. 

2. Select your Mac’s disk on the left, while the Copy to Virtual Disk option on the right. By clicking on a disk’s name 

you can see all volumes it contains – this information and its size can help you figure out what disk you’re 

dealing with. To successfully virtualize a Mac OS X system, you need to specify at least two volumes (EFI + Mac 

OS X) – just the way we did it on the screenshot. Since we don’t need Recovery HD in a virtual environment, we 

throw it out from the process, thus making the resulted virtual container smaller. Anyway, the easiest option is 

to select the entire system disk. 

 

3. Click Select file in the right panel. In the opened dialog browse for a place to save the resulted virtual container 

to, give it a catchy name, and select the required output format (pVHD, VMDK, VHD, VDI, or HDD). If selecting 

pVHD, you can additionally choose whether to split the image to slices of 4GB each or not through the 

corresponding option. Click Save when ready, then Next. 
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4. By default, there will be created a virtual container just the size of the selected source disk. You can allocate just 

the slice of space you need for each volume by drag-and-dropping their borders. To get additional information 

on a volume, please point it with a cursor. Click Next to proceed. 

 

 

 
You’re not allowed to resize service partitions like EFI or Recovery HD. 

 

5. Confirm the operation to proceed. 

6. Once confirmed, the wizard will start copying contents of the source disk to the created virtual container. 

Depending on the amount of data to process the operation may take a while, so please be patient. 
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Collecting Logs 

In case of having difficulties with handling the product you can address our support engineers for assistance. To submit 

a support ticket, first you need to collect all operation logs. Drive Copy for Mac OS X simplifies this operation with a 

handy dialog. 

To prepare a package of operation logs, please do the following: 

1. When you get a warning on a failed operation, click Log Files. 

 

2. Click Collect to confirm the operation. 
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3. Once the operation is over, there will be opened Finder pointing to the generated log files package in a .zip 

format. That’s it. 

 

 

 

Log files do not contain any confidential information on the operating system settings or 

the user documents. 

Contacting Paragon Software GmbH 

If you have any questions about the company products, please do not hesitate to contact Paragon Software GmbH. 

Service Contact 

Visit Paragon GmbH web site www.paragon-software.com 

Registration & updates web-service www.paragon-software.com/support 

Knowledge Base & Technical Support kb.paragon-software.com 

Pre-sale information sales@paragon.software.com 

 

 

Unfortunately, the company can only provide technical support in the following languages 

at the present time: English, German, French and Russian. We are really sorry for possible 

inconvenience. 

 

http://www.paragon-software.com/
https://www.paragon-software.com/support/index.html
http://kb.paragon-software.com/
mailto:sales@paragon.software.com

