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MIGRATING WINDOWS TO DIFFERENT HARDWARE 

Windows family operating systems are notorious for their excessive sensibility to hardware, especially when it turns to replacement of 

such a crucial device as HDD controller or motherboard – actually Windows will most likely fail to boot as a result of this operation. 

That’s why, when speaking about migration of a Windows based system to a different hardware configuration, we do point to big 

troubles we’re to cope with on this way. 

Our product offers a handy P2P Adjust OS Wizard that can help you make your Windows (XP, Vista, or 7) bootable on some other 

computer (P2P) by allowing automatic injection of all required drivers and the other actions crucial for a migration of this kind. 

Let’s consider a number of situations when this functionality can be of great use: 

 If you need to upgrade to newer hardware while keeping all your programs and settings intact; 

 If you need to replace failed hardware and cannot find an exact match for your original system specifications. 

Below you can find how to migrate a Windows (XP, Vista, or 7) based computer to a different hardware configuration: 

But before you start, please make sure the following conditions are met: 

1. You’ve got drivers for the new hardware ready to use, not zipped or in .exe files. 

2. Your OS is unrolled on the new computer, not in a backup image. 

If everything is OK, please consult our step-by-step guide that demonstrates the whole process. 

ADJUSTING OS TO NEW HARDWARE 

1. Start up the computer from our WinPE recovery media. 

 

Recovery Media Builder can help you prepare the WinPE recovery environment either on a CD/DVD 

disc or a thumb drive. To know more on the subject, please consult the “Smooth and Secure 

Migration to Windows 7” user guide. 

2. Read the agreement and then mark the appropriate checkbox to accept. 
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If you do not agree with any conditions stated there, you won’t be able to use the program. 

3. Once you accept the agreement, you will see the Universal Application Launcher. Launch the P2P Adjust OS Wizard. 

 

 

 

Our WinPE 2.1 based recovery environment offers excellent hardware support. However in case it 

doesn’t have a driver for your disk controller, your hard disks will be unavailable. Please consult the 

Adding Specific Drivers to WinPE scenario to know how to tackle this issue. 
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4. On the Wizard's Welcome page, click the Next button. 

5. From the list of all found Windows based operating systems (if several) select one you need to adjust to your new hardware. 

If you’re willing to adjust them all, just re-launch this wizard for each. 

 

 

6. Choose whether you’re going to add drivers for the new hardware to the selected operating system or not and the way it’s to 

be done. Actually you’ve got three options: 

 

 Upload drivers automatically from the provided driver repository. Generally together with new hardware you get 

its drivers for different operating systems on removable media (mostly CD or DVD). By collecting all these drivers in 

one folder you can let the wizard automatically pick and install only those required for your OS (recommended); 

 Upload drivers manually. If you know exactly what drivers your operating system is lacking to successfully start up, 

you can manually provide them for the wizard. 

 Do not upload drivers. And finally you can just refuse providing 3rd party drivers. 

 

 

We prefer the wizard to decide what drivers are to be installed. 

7. Browse for a folder with drivers for the new hardware or type in a full path to it manually. 

 

 

8. Apply the changes by confirming the operation. 
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After the operation is completed your system will be bootable on the new hardware. 

ADDING SPECIFIC DRIVERS TO WINPE 

Our WinPE 2.1 based recovery environment offers excellent hardware support. Anyway you’ve got the option to add drivers for 

specific hardware with a handy dialog. 

To add drivers for specific hardware, please do the following: 

1. Once you accept the agreement, you will see the Universal Application Launcher. Click Add Drivers. 

 

2. In the opened dialog browse for an .INF file of the required driver package located on a floppy disk, local disk, CD/DVD or a 

network share. Then click the Open button to initiate the operation. 
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3. You will be notified on the successful accomplishment of the operation. Click Yes to load another driver or No to close the 

dialog. 

 

  
Our WinPE 2.1 recovery environment is 32-based, thus you need to use 32-bit drivers for injection. 

KNOWN ISSUES FOR P2P SCENARIOS 

 

1. After transferring Microsoft Vista and later versions to different hardware, you will need to re-activate license of the system. 

It’s normal behavior as these systems keep tracking any change of hardware. Re-activation is legally justified in this case, as 

you transfer your system to another PC. 

2. If you’ve installed several operating systems on one partition, we can only add drivers to the latest version of OS. Microsoft 

highly recommends that you install an operating system on a separate partition. 

3. Please note drivers are not cached during selection. That’s why if you select a driver to add to the system, but it’s already 

unavailable during the operation, the program will end the operation with an error. 


